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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,

This term has been a wonderful term of learning for our students. We have celebrated your
student?s achievements with their School Report and Parent Teacher Interviews throughout week
10. I am sure you have seen your children reaching their learning goals.
Our school continues to provide many opportunities for the community, families and children
and this term we have celebrated First Communion Ceremonies, Sacred Heart Mass, ANZAC Day
and Mother ?s Day Liturgies, Excursions, International Family Day and Mufti Day, the Athletics
Carnival, Gala Days, ICAS Assessments, Parent helper mornings, Chromebooks in classes, Winter
Appeal Pyjama Day and celebrating 100 days of Kindergarten this Thursday. Our children have
had many opportunities over the term to learn new things and do hard thinking.
The Staff at St Michael?s continue to be learners also. We have had time to learn and work with
our Teacher Educators towards our own learning goals in Literacy, Numeracy, Emergency Care
and have developed our understanding of the person of Nano Nagle and the Presentation
Sisters. We have developed ways of integrating this new knowledge into our programs to meet
the needs of our students and deepen their understanding of concepts.
We continue to welcome new families across the school and in
particular continued enrolment interviews for 2019.
We are saying goodbye to Mrs Cherie Baddock and Mrs Sharon Lewis
and thank them for their many years of service to the St Michael's
School community. We wish them blessings for the future.
I wish you all a wonderful and relaxed break with your children.
Yours sincerely
Sarah O'Rourke
ACTING PRINCIPAL
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT
Congratulations to all our families in ensuring your children are at school as often as possible to maximise
their learning. Last newsletter, our whole school attendance percentage was 84%. This week our
attendance average has improved to 86.7%. Our goal is to have our students at school 90% if the time to
maximise learning.

Real lif e M at h s an d Lit er acy in t h e h olidays:
These holidays we encourage you to have fun with the skills and strategies our children are learning. The
holidays are a perfect time to show children how we can put these skills into real life action!
Take a photo of your children doing an everyday activity that may involve reading, writing or maths skills.
We ask you add a photos with a brief explanation of the activity and what your child was able to do. Bring
these in during the first week of term 3 and deliver to Miss Cox. All entries will be displayed in our school
to show how learning is everywhere in our world. Be as creative and fun as you can. Each child/ family who
participates will be acknowledged with a certificate and we will share all posters made in newsletters
throughout the term as well as on the school Website and Facebook. We look forward to seeing what you
get up to during the holidays to celebrate your learning!

Her e ar e som e ideas you r ch ildr en m ay lik e t o par t icipat e in :
? Catching your children sneakily reading after bedtime.
? Reading recipes and measuring to help cook.
? Reading a bus or train timetable
? Planning a day out with the family
? Playing board games like monopoly, scrabble or frustration
? Budgeting the grocery shopping
? Writing a blog or report- A day in the life of? . ( Themselves on holidays, or parents or carers, little
brothers and sisters not yet at school)
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? Playing card games
? Helping estimate the cost of things when going on a trio out.
? Playing games like boggle, memory or snap.
? Designing their own board game linking it to an area of Mathematics or English e.g. a game to support
them improving their adding or multiplication facts.
? Keeping a weather report and comparing temperatures and making a weather report.
? Creating posters or travel brochures on things to do or places to visit during the holiday.
? Writing problems for family to solve. (Similar to the problems they might get in Numeracy time at
school).

Have a safe and restful holiday and we can?t wait to see what you get up to over your holidays!

Love One Another,
Deborah Cox
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

RE NEWS
This week?s gospel sees Jesus returning to his home town of Nazareth. He is well and truly into his public
ministry at this point in the gospel and his reputation is obviously growing as a healer and teacher. When
he goes to Nazareth the locals are quick to ?put him in his place?. They remember the boy, the teenager, the
young man apprenticed to his father ?s craft. He?s a nobody as far as they are concerned; just young Jesus
who grew up here. It is much the same within families and local communities today. No matter how
successful a young woman or man may have become, a trip home will quickly remind them that in the
eyes of those they grew up with nothing has changed. In the gospel passage they even say, that?s Jesus ?
he?s just James?brother; no one special! Why would they think they had anything to learn from a boy who
grew up in their own town? What could he possibly tell them? They try to force Jesus back into the mould
of the person with whom they were previously familiar and comfortable.
We do this to one another all the time. We have certain expectations about the way a friend normally acts
or thinks and when they behave differently we react in a way that lets them know that they are not ?being
themselves?. In doing this, we are looking to maintain our own comfort zone. We take away the freedom of
the other person to grow and change. Many people seem to enter into relationships thinking that neither
of them will ever change. Surely, if we want the best for those we love and care for, we want them to be
constantly growing and becoming all that they can be? It is important that we show how much we value
and care for all the people we know and love.
Mrs Anne Easton
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR
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Get t in g t o k n ow ou r St af f
Assistant Principal - Miss Deborah Cox

I have been teaching for 16 years with experience across most
grades. I have taught all over the world and spent 5 years
teaching in London, England. I have had many leadership
positions both here and abroad, including Literacy and
Numeracy Coordinator, Implementation of new Syllabus?. I am
very passionate about believing every child can and will learn
given the right support. I am also an ex student of St Michael?s
and was part of the school team way back in 1993!

SCHOOL FEES
If you have not paid your school fees they are now OVERDUE. If you need to make payment
to the office with cash or Eftpos this will need to be done by Thursday afternoon as we
cannot accept any payments on Friday due to end of term. We thank you for your
assistance and if you require a payment plan or are experiencing any difficulty making your
payment please contact Madlin Aboelsaad in the office on 8869 6200.

IM PORTANT DATES
Monday, 2nd July-4th July

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS by appointment only

Fr iday, 6t h Ju ly

Last day of Ter m 2 f or St af f an d St u den t s

M on day, 23r d Ju ly

Ter m 3 com m en ces f or St af f an d St u den t s

Tues, 31st August

ICAS English Competition - 7.30am in the Staffroom
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SPORTS NEWS
SOCCER GALA DAYS
The last couple of weeks has seen St Michael?s participate in the Parramatta Diocesan Boys
Stage 3 Soccer Gala Day and the Stage 2 Boys and Girls Soccer Gala Day. All the children
represented their school with pride and showed good sportsmanship throughout the day.

Thank you to all the parents/ family members who came along to support and assist on the
day, the children enjoy having you there cheering them on. Thank you to Mr Ng for
preparing the children at lunchtimes and supporting them on the day, along with Mr
Baddock and Mrs Williams who attended the gala days. We would also like to thank
Patrician Brothers Blacktown for supplying referees for St Michael?s on the day.

NETBALL GALA DAY ? TUESDAY 28t h Au gu st Jam ison Par k Net ball Com plex,
Pen r it h
In week 9 we commenced trials for the St Nicholas Netball Gala Day and will continue these
trials in week 10. We have had large numbers of students trialling for these teams, which is
wonderful to see so many students wanting to ?have a go?. Final teams will be placed on the
sport noticeboard on Friday, with permission notes and more detailed information to be
sent home in Term 3. Students will travel to and from this gala day by bus. We will require 1
parent helper per team to act as a team manager on the day.

BLACKTOWN ZONE ATHLETICS ? TUESDAY 14TH AUGUST (WEEK 4)
St Michael?s will be sending a team of 45 athletes to the zone carnival in Term3. Permission
notes and further details will be sent home in week 1 of next term. All children will be
travelling by bus to the Zone Carnival. We will be required to provide a minimum of 2 parent
helpers on the day. If you can volunteer some time on the day and you meet the child
protection requirements of the Parramatta Diocese please let Mrs Budd know ASAP.

The PE team wish all the students and their families a wonderful break!

Yours in Sport
Mrs Cristy Budd / Mr Joe Ng
PE TEACHERS
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