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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
?Every child deserves a year?s
progress for a year?s worth of input.? Hattie

Dear Parents and Friends,
?Not words but deeds.?These words are from Nano Nagle our community's foundress.
As we approach Advent we find ourselves in a world of ?fake news,?our Goals and
Vision Statements support deedsthat reflect the life of Christ. Our deeds wash away
any fakenews, instead they guide and support deeds of inclusiveness, understanding,
forgivenessand acceptance.
I invite all of us to shine a light for our children, to be the adults in their world who
wash away the fake news, to remind our children of the things that don?t count. I hope
that our deedswill include time to listen and talk, time to just betogether.
I hope and pray that this Advent will be a time of Grace and Peace for you and your
family.
2018 Our Future
Back to the above quote, in 2018 our ?Draft Action Plan' is taking shape around Hattie?s
quote, with two central questions:
1.

Are our students making at least a year?s worth of progress with their learning
in our learning spaces?

2.

How are we tracking and measuring this growth?

Our draft action plan and strategies contain our thinking and responses over the term,
with a focus on aspects of our pedagogy outside the 90% zone of achievement. Our
collective wisdom and reflections indicate that we need to go deeper in:
- Analysis of data
- Precision with syllabus, continuum and MAI
growth points
- Student goal setting
- Feedback
I?m looking forward to celebrating the beginning of
Advent at our Christmas Carols on Wednesday. This
Thursday we will celebrate our whole school Mass. At this
Mass we will acknowledge and bless children and staff
who are moving to new communities in 2018.
"Love One Another"
John Laffan
PRINCIPAL
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Wednesday, 29thNovember

Christmas Concert - 6:00pm - come along and enjoy a BBQ dinner at 5.00pm

Thursday, 30thNovember

End of Year Mass - 11:30am

Friday, 8thDecember

Year 6 Fun Day at Luna Park

Monday, 11thDecember

Year 6 Final Assembly - 2:00pm and School Reports sent home

Tuesday, 12thDecember

Year 6 Guard of Honour - 2:30pm and Year 6 Graduation Mass - 7:30pm

Wednesday, 13thDecember

2018 - Transition Day - 11:30am-1:30pm

Friday, 15thDecember

End of Term for all Students

Monday, 29thJanuary

EYA (Kinder 2018) and MAI Interviews (Years 1 to 6) by appointment only

Tuesday, 30thJanuary

EYA (Kinder 2018) and MAI Interviews (Years 1 to 6) by appointment only

Wednesday, 31st January 2018

Students Years 1 to 6 return to school - EYA (Kinder 2018)

Thursday, 1st February 2018

EYA Interviews by appointment only

Friday, 2ndFebruary 2018

Kindergarten commence school 9:30am-3:00pm

RE NEWS

The liturgical season of Advent
begins this week and continues
through the four Sundays of
Advent and ends at Christmas
Eve. The first week of Advent
focuses on the return of the
Lord and the following weeks
focus more specifically on the anticipation of the
birth of Jesus. Rather than simply commemorating
an historical event, Advent is a time of preparing our
hearts to ?receive?Jesus into the world each year.
Advent is traditionally marked by the colour of violet ? the same colour as used in Lent. In recent years,
some parishes have moved to a more blue/ mauve
colour for Advent to try to distinguish it from the
season of Lent.
By the time the Church begins to celebrate Advent as
a period of preparation towards Christmas, the
stores have been filling with ?Christmas stuff?for
weeks. It starts out small with a few decorations and
wrapping paper and eventually takes over every
retail outlet. In the midst of this excess of Christmas
consumerism, it is often difficult to draw attention
to the season of Advent and the need to prepare
spiritually for the celebration of Christmas. It is
important to stay awake, as we are cautioned in this

week?s gospel. Awake to what is happening around
us in the world and awake to what is happening
within us.
A reminder about our St Vincent de Paul Hamper
Drive. Let?s try to help those in our community
when most need our support. We will be delivering
all contributions on Wednesday 6th December 2017.
Kinder Christmas Cake, Christmas Pudding
Year 1 Lollies, nuts, chips
Year 2 Biscuits (sweet or savoury), fruit mince tarts
Year 3

Long life milk and custard, tea or coffee

Year 4

Soft drinks, poppas

Year 5 Canned fruit, salad items such as beetroot, asparagus,
corn, bean mix etc, canned ham.
Year 6

Condiments such as pickled onions, gherkins
mustard, pickles and sauces such as cranberry, apple
etc., gravy
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL REPORT
It is coming to the busy end of the
year. Teachers are currently finalising
reports for students. If your child will
be away when we hand out reports
we will keep it in the school office
until they return or if your child is
absent for an extended period of time
please contact your child?s teacher
and we can mail it to your home
address.
We will be having transition day on
Wednesday 13th December for 2018
classes. This will be an opportunity
for the children to meet their teacher
and classmates. We will not be able
to notify families of your child?s
teacher until after this date. We are
in the process of finalising staff and
class lists currently.

We are looking forward to our
Christmas Concert tomorrow night,
Wednesday 29th November. It starts
at 6pm but we invite you to come
along for the BBQ that the P & F
have organised. Bring your chairs or
picnic blankets and get into the
Christmas spirit.
Have a great week!
Katherine McKay
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SPORTSREPORT
TW ILIGHT SW IMMING CARNIVAL

?REGISTER?button below the heading ?PDCPSSC
Expression of Interest Registration Form?. Each sport
has a different registration criteria.

Last Wednesday we held our annual twilight swimming
carnival at Emerton Leisure Centre. This was a change
of venue for St Michael?s, which provided plenty of
shade in the seated areas for all. Congratulations to all
our ?SUPERFISH?who swam on the day, we had some
outstanding results. One of the highlights would have to
be the amazing support the students demonstrated in
cheering on each other.

This online form is an EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
for the 2018 Parramatta Diocesan Primary Sport Team
trials.
You may complete this form to attend a selection trial or
if you have been selected in a representative squad or
team. One form is to be completed per child, per
individual sport and when completed, click SUBMIT.

Thank you to ALL the staff who attended to assist at the
event, we are very lucky to have such supporting staff to
ensure the success of these types of events.

Please note that your online registration is an
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ONLY and MUST be
approved by your child's school. In order for your
child to attend the nominated trial or event this may
come down to the discretion of your school as to who is
selected to attend the trial. In some sports only 2
students per school can be nominated. Please complete
all fields and especially ?Representative Experience".

2018 Parramatta Diocesan Sport Trials ?
Expressions of Interest
ATTENTION ANY REPRESENTATIVE SPORT
STUDENTS IN YEAR 5 AND 6 IN 2018
Parramatta Diocesan Primary students enrolled in Year
5 and 6 in 2018 are invited to participate in the Parramatta Diocesan Team Sport Trials during Term Four in
2017 and Term One in 2018. It is important to note that
these trials are generally for those children who display
an above average ability and/ or have representative experience in their chosen sport. W hile teams are open in
age it isstrongly recommended that only children of a
representative standard in years 5 & 6 in 2018 be invited to attend.

Your child?s school will notify you one week prior to
the trial date if your child is to attend to the
Parramatta Diocesan trial for their selected sport by
providing a trial information sheet.
Under nocircumstanceswill a childbeeligibletotrial if the
Online Registration Formhasnot beencompletedand
approvedby theschool by theclosingdate.
$8.00trialling fee is payable on the day for after school
trials & $10.00 trialling fee is payable on the day for half
day and full day trials.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IS NOW OPEN IN THE
FOLLOW ING SPORTS:-

? Thisistobepaidupon registration at thetrialsonceyour

AFL
CRICKET
DIVING
FOOTBALL (SOCCER)
GOLF
HOCKEY
NETBALL
RUGBY LEAGUE (OPENSAND 11?S)
RUGBY UNION
SOFTBALL
TOUCH FOOTBALL

childhasbeen approvedtoattendtheParramatta
Diocesan Trials.
Pleasenotethat thef ull day trialswill bef or boyscricket,
boyssoccer, boysrugby league& boysrugby union.
Duetothepopularity of boyscricket, boyssoccer andgirls
netball amaximumof 2childrenonly areeligibletotrial
f romeachschool. Selection of the2boysandgirlswill be
madejointly by theschool sport coordinator andprincipal
Half day trials for netball, all other trials will be held
after school beginning at 4pm.

To be eligible for selection for these trials an Online
Team Registration Form must be completed that can be
accessed via the website:

Yours in Sport

www.primarysportparra.catholic.edu.au

Mrs Cristy Budd/ Mr Joe Ng

Click on ?REP SELECTIONS?tab and scroll down to the
SPORT you wish to register for and click on the

PE TEACHERS
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