
Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
As we now are commencing our second semester, our work is to keep our 
2016 Goals and strategies in clear focus. 
 
Religious Education: 
In 2016, support growth of staff and students capacity to interpret Gospel at an 
inferential level and connect it to their daily interaction and prayer. 
 
Literacy: 
In 2016—90% of students will increase their reading comprehension skills to be 
at or above grade level as measured by the DEC continuum, PatR-grade Scale 
sore and Diocesan Reading Profiles. 
 
Numeracy: 
In 2016 with a focus on ‘Rich Tasks’ - 90% of students will progress at least 1 
Growth Point across all domains and vulnerable children will have accelerated 
growth. This growth will be measured according to MAI data and syllabus out-
comes. (This is all about comprehending the problem.) 
 
These Goals all have a focus on the building of Comprehension Skills. The 
‘symphony of skills’ begin from day 1 in Kindergarten and continue throughout 
our student’s learning journey. 
 
These skills include: 
 
 Activating Prior knowledge 
 Self-Monitoring 

 Visualising 
 Predicting 

 Inferring 
 Synthesizing 

 Questioning 
 Summarising 

 
Success of all our goals will be supported by the ‘whole village’ approach. In 
other words your work at home will support our work at school. I invite you to 
support our work in building comprehension skills by: 
 Reading with and to your child each day 
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JULY 
Thurs 
28th 

P & F—MUFTI DAY 
Gold Coin         
Donation 

Fri 
29th 

Year 5 Bathurst 
Excursion 

AUGUST 
Tues 
2nd 

ICAS—English—
7.30am 

Mon 
8th 

Mary MacKillop 
Liturgy 
 
Year 6 Voice of 
Youth Grade Final 

Wed 
10th 

Performance for 
Infants—9.45am & 
11.am 

Thurs 
11th 

Year 6 Canberra 
Excursion 

Fri 
12th 

Year 6 Canberra 
Excursion 

Mon 
15th 

STAFF  
DEVELOPMENT 
DAY—pupil free 
day 

Tues 
16th 

ICAS—
Mathematics—
7.30am 
 
Blacktown Zone 
Athletics Carnival 



 Talking about the book, inviting your child to share their thoughts, insights and predictions. 

 When reading through the book, take time to investigate unfamiliar words. Talk about these words, 
use them so as to reinforce their meaning. 

 Use the book to talk about your experiences, the families and your child’s. 
 
Have fun in talking about all aspects of the book including, pictures, blurb, style and purpose. 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL SAFETY 
When you came to enroll your child at St Michael’s you asked that we ‘keep your child safe.’ The safety 
and wellbeing of our students is a constant focus of our work. 
In 2016 we are working at securing our school site. We need your continued support in following our 
‘kiss and drop’ protocols. 
 
1. All visitors must report to reception and be signed in. 

2.  No dogs are allowed on the school property. 

3.  No smoking on school property. 

 
This school is protected by the “Inclosed Protection Act.” 
Unauthorised entry is a Criminal Offence. 
 
 Keeping our children safe is our work. Our gates and doors will always be open for; 
 Parent-Teacher interviews 

 Assemblies 
 Special events 

 Liturgies 
 Open days 
 
But under the “Act” we need to restrict all 
“Unauthorised” movement within our school. 
 
 
“Love One Another” 
 

 

 

 
John Laffan 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 
 
 
 

From the Assistant Principal 
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Dear Parents and Friends,  

 

Thank you 

I want to thank the many parents who support our school in many 

ways. The parents who help with kiss and drop, coaching sporting 

teams, driving children to sporting events, covering books, helping in 

the classrooms and canteen to name a few.  

Your valuable support is appreciated and makes a difference to the 

lives of all our children. 

 

Grade Communication 

Shortly we will be sending home a grade overview for all Key Learning Areas for each grade. This will give 

parents valuable information about what each grade will be learning 

about this term.  

We encourage you to talk to your children about what they are   

learning. Some questions you could ask: 

 How are you going? 

 What are you learning? 

 How do you know? 

 How can you improve? 

 Where do you go for help? 

 

1 2 3 Magic Parenting Course 

I encourage you to consider booking through the office on 9622 9910 to attend the 1 2 3 Magic Parenting 

Course. It is an opportunity to learn: 

 How to discipline without arguing, yelling or smacking 

 How to sort behaviour 

 How to handle challenging and testing behaviours 

 Choosing your strategy, the three choices 

 Using emotion coaching to encourage good behaviour 

 7 tactics for encouraging good behaviour 

 

It will be run over 3 sessions Wednesday 17th August, Wednesday 24th Au-

gust and Wednesday 31st August at 1pm-3pm. 

If you have any questions or want to know more about 1 2 3 Magic please come and see me. The course comes 

highly recommended! 

 

Have a great week! 

Katherine McKay 

RE News 
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In today’s gospel, Jesus provides his disciples, and all Christians, with a model for prayer. In keeping with 

this modelling by Jesus, it is significant that the Lord’s Prayer, or Our Father, is the common prayer of all 

Christians, regardless of denomination. 

 

The parable and teaching that follow the Lord’s Prayer make clear the particular purpose of prayer that 

Jesus was highlighting – prayer as petition. In this instance, Jesus assures us that if we pray for what we 

need with conviction and confidence, then God cannot fail to respond to our prayer. Jesus in fact en-

courages us to be demanding and persistent in our prayer. However, the parable used to demonstrate 

the persistent nature of prayer is not focused on demands for selfish purposes, but rather the neighbour 

needs assistance in fulfilling his obligations of hospitality to a traveller. He is not waking his neighbour in 

the middle of the night to ask for bread for himself; he asks for bread to give to his guest. He asks for 

help to fulfil his duty and responsibility. This gives us something of an idea about how we might focus 

our prayer. Praying for a new car or new clothes just isn’t quite in the same league! 

 
 
 
 
 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
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CONGRATULATIONS to the following children who have completed 

the Premier’s Reading Challenge. 

 

Samara Fong KP    Jaiveen Beddy KP    Noah Bajada KW 

Joshua Ghattas KP   Archie Farrugia KP   Joshua Taufel KW 
Julianna Mashreky KW   Olivia Cousens KR   Oliver Smith KR 
Christian Barrs KR 
 

Willow Atilla 1S    Aditya Puthran 1C   Thomas Clarke 1J 
Leah Esangga 1J    Charlotte Jemison 1J   Hope Girgis 1G 

Emily Ridout 1C    Xavier Fenech 1G    Allison Attard 1S 

Elizabeth Attard 1G   Nayomi Mouawad 1G   Carmella Aquino 1G 

Meya Kinnane-Pearce 1J  Guneet Kaur 1C    Sharon Piya 1S 

Jarryd Gordon 1S 
 

Joseph Ghattas 2L   Charlotte Cousens 2M   Pranav  Naidu 2L 

Eli Boland 2S    Sebastian Fenech 3R   Samantha Goyena 3S 

Daniel Cinya 3B    Taylor Norman 3T   Aiden El-Khoury 3S 

Alyssa Dunn 3S    Hayley Andrews 3B   Cassandra Aquino 3S 

Sommer Kinnane-Pearce 3R  Samantha Capati 3B 
 

Jemma Kinnane-Pearce 4S  Eklavya Saini 4S     
 

Joachim Tabone 5S   Gabriella Serra 5S   Prem Mondeddu 5B 
Ella Daniel 5B    Jav Calingao 5B 
 

Matthew Wormleaton 6C 
 

There isn’t much longer until the Premier’s Reading Challenge closes for 2016. It closes 

on the 19th August. 

 

You will need to enter the books you read online and once you finish, please inform Miss 

Galea or Miss Rodriguez that you have completed the reading challenge. 

In the coming week you will receive a lolly bag and in November all students that have 

completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge will receive a certificate. 

 

Miss Rodriguez and Miss Galea 

 
 

Challenge Number of books 

you must read 

Minimum number of 

PRC books 

Maximum number of Personal 

Choice books 

K-2 30 25 5 

3-4 20 15 5 

5-6 20 15 5 
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Uniform Shop 
SALE     SALE     SALE 
We are having a safe on last season uniforms.  The following stock has been marked at 
50% off: 
 Summer dresses Size 10 and 12—$30.00 
 Winter tunics Size 5, 12, 16—$30 
 Summer dresses Size 2—$20 
Hurry only while stocks last! 
 

 

From The Office 
URGENT—all parents who currently have children at St Michael’s that have siblings 
wishing to attend next year please make application as soon as possible as places are 
filling fast and only limited vacancies. 
 
Also if you have friends or family wishing to apply please ask them to make contact with 
the school now. 
 
 

Homework Group 
As per note that went home in week 1 you will be informed shortly when homework 
group will commence in Term 3. 
 
 

Canteen News 
Welcome back to Term 3.  Please find enclosed the Canteen Price List. 
 
I will be away until next term.  Could Tuesday and Friday canteen helpers please call Geny 
on 0405 915 497 if you cannot come in on your rostered day. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Jan and Geny 
 
 

Sports News 
Welcome back to Term 3!   

 

We have a busy term ahead with the Stage 3 boy’s soccer, Stage 2 boys and girls touch 
football, netball gala day and the zone, Diocesan and Mackillop athletics carnivals. 
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We are so pleased to be publishing all of our first and second place getters from our ath-
letics carnival in this week’s newsletter. All of these children will be representing St 
Michael’s at the upcoming Blacktown Zone Athletics Carnival on Tuesday 16th August 2016  
(week 5) at the Blacktown Sports Park. Notes will be coming home shortly. If your child is 
unable to attend, could you please notify the PE teachers as soon as possible. Note: Dioc-
esan athletics carnival is on Friday 26th August (week 6). 

 

100 Metres 

 

 

 

200 Metres 

 

 

 

Relay Teams 

 

 

 

  1st Place 2nd Place 

8 Boys Rubal Sraw Aiden-Pierre El Khoury 

8 Girls Gloria Kuri Marli Williams 

9 Boys Daniel Cinya Abel Reec 

9 Girls Achol Mow Sivalavala Oloapu 

10 Boys Nicholas Sekwat Xavier Chahine 

10 Girls Vibie Elkander Serena Touto 

11 Boys Lual Lual Aiden Galea 

11 Girls Yar Michael Beatrice Gara 

12 Boys Adarsh Varma Aaron DeSouza 

12 Girls Vanessa Portelli Maggie Grills 

  1st Place 2nd Place 

Jnr Boys Nicholas Sekwat Daniel Cinya 

Jnr Girls Vibie Elkander Faiza Shata 

11 Boys Peter Cinya Aiden Galea 

11 Girls Yar Michael Kiarna Tighe 

Snr Boys Ayden Williams Aaron DeSouza 

Snr Girls Vanessa Portelli Madelyn Attard 

  1 2 3 4 

Jnr Boys Daniel Cinya Nicholas Sekwat Abel Reec Xavier Chahine 

Jnr Girls Vibie Elkander Achol Mow Serena Touto Faiza Shata 

Snr Boys Lual Lual Aiden Galea Peter Cinya Adarsh Varma 

Snr Girls Vanessa Portelli Yar Michael Beatrice Gara Kiarna Tighe 
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Shot Put 

 

 

Discus 

 

 

Long Jump 

 

 

SOCCER NEWS 

At the end of Term Two we had both a boys and girls stage 2    
soccer team attend a gala day.  There were lots of fantastic soccer 
skills on display throughout the day. The children played with a 
great attitude and showed fantastic sportsmanship in each game 
they played. Thank you to the parents who came along and     
supported the children on the day, and an extra thank you to 
those who transported other children to and from the venue.  

 

The girls team had a busy schedule with 7 games played on the day, they had some mixed 
results with some very close scores. The improvement from game 1 to game 7 was huge, 

  1st Place 2nd Place 

Jnr Boys Rafy Abu Ganaba Nicholas Sekwat 

Jnr Girls Faiza Shata Olivia Marchione 

11 Boys Lual Lual Zack Hardman 

11 Girls Angelize Estil Monica Cirjak 

Snr Boys Ayden Williams Charlie Bocayes 

Snr Girls Christine Neria Emily Bonello 

  1st Place 2nd Place 

Jnr Boys Nicholas Sekwat Fredritz Brillo 

Jnr Girls Olivia Marchione Vibie Elkander 

11 Boys Peter Cinya Zack Hardman 

11 Girls Georgia O’Callaghan Angelize Estil 

Snr Boys Aaron DeSouza Charlie Bocayes 

Snr Girls Christine Neria Alana Milic 

  1st Place 2nd Place 

Jnr Boys Daniel Cinya Nicholas Sekwat 

Jnr Girls Vibie Elkander Janelle Vella 

11 Boys Owen Evans Lual Lual 

11 Girls Jaime O’Callaghan Angelize Estil 

Snr Boys Connor Hayes Ayden Williams 

Snr Girls Vanessa Portelli Adut Mau 
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all of the girls played in different positions on the day and the joy on their faces when a 
goal was scored was priceless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The boy’s team had a very successful day coming out on top of their pool and being de-
clared pool winners! They played some outstanding soccer on the day and showed some 
great skill.  They fought really hard to compete in each match and received a wonderful 
result for their efforts. 

 

A big thank you to Mr Kutnjak who gave up many lunchtimes supporting the PE teachers 
by attending training sessions and coming along to the gala day. Your knowledge and sup-
port was very much appreciated. 

 

BOYS STAGE 3 SOCCER…   The weather has unfortunately cancelled this gala day on 2 
occasions, as soon as we have a confirmation of the new date a note will be sent home 
with those children. 

 

NRL Backyard League Program    

Students in years 3 to 6 have been participating in the backyard 
league program during their sport lessons. This week is the final 
week of this program and the children have really enjoyed having 
visitors from the NRL. It has been wonderful to see the smiles on 
the student’s faces, hear the laughter and encouragement from 
within each group. We thank David Baysarri and his staff from the 
NRL who have conducted the lessons with the children and look 
forward to building a strong relationship with this organisation. 
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LOOKING FOR SOME LUNCHBOX IDEAS               

Lunchbox snack foods 

Children need to eat a range of different foods to provide 
nutrients to meet growth and energy needs. Snacks need 
to be everyday foods rather than sometimes foods. 
 

 

Mrs Cristy Budd/ Mr Jeff Phillips 

PE TEACHERS 
 

Bishop’s Office 

Launch of the Way of Mercy: 8 August 
The Way of Mercy will be launched on Monday 8 August in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. Bishop Vincent 
Long OFM Conv will preside at a Mass at 10am, which will be followed by a procession with the Cross of Mer-
cy and Relics through Parramatta CBD to the town hall. Everyone is welcome. The Cross of Mercy, provided 
by Richmond Parish, and the Relics of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop and Blessed Teresa of Kolkata will 
journey around our Diocese from 8 August through to 13 November. 
For more information about the Way of Mercy and the journey of the Cross and Relics, vis-
itmercyhasaface.org.au 
 
 

New Diocesan Ministry Centre at Blacktown 
The diocesan Office for Worship and Social Justice Office have moved from the IFM to the new Diocesan 
Ministry Centre in Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 51-59 Allawah St, Blacktown. Their new contact details 
are: 
Office for Worship, tel (02) 8838 3456, ofw@ifm.org.au 
Social Justice Office, tel (02) 8838 3460, LMckeogh@parra.catholic.org.au 
The Family & Life Office, Pastoral Planning Office and Catholic Youth Parramatta will be relocating to the new 
Ministry Centre in coming weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyday Snacks 

fruit loaf 

plain popcorn 

plain or fruit yoghurt 

cheese and crackers 

fresh fruit or canned fruit 

dried fruit and cheese cubes 

wholemeal biscuits or crackers 

vegetable sticks and dip or salsa 

corn or rice cakes with or without spreads 

Sometimes Snacks 

muesli bars and dried fruit bars 

potato crisps / chips and corn chips 

lollies and confectionary 

chocolate 

cordial 

soft drink 
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P&F News  

As you are aware the Spring Fair is fast  approaching… If  you can assist us in  anyway 
please complete the form that was sent home on Monday. Any form of assistance is 
welcomed and appreciated. Our next Spring Fair meeting is on Wednesday 3 r d  August  
at McDonald’s Arndell  Park, Commencing at 6.30pm.  
 

Fundraising:  
Entertainment Books  

We stil l  have 10 hard copy books on hand to sell .  If  you would l ike to purchase a book 
you can order online or if  you wish, you can complete this order form and return with 
the money or with credit card details to school addressed to St Michael’s P&F and with 
your child’s name and class. Once payment is received we can organise for your book 
to be distributed to you. Digital copies are also avai lable.  

 
 
Drop Off Zone Volunteers:   
We are putting yet another cal l  out for volunteers to assist on all  days, at the Reservoir  
Rd and Orwell Street Kiss and Drop. If  you are able to assist us please email       
stmichaelspandf@gmail .com and leave your contact detai ls. Orwell Street Kiss and 
Drop is now in operation on Monday and Wednesday and we will  review the need for 
this at our next P&F meeting.  
 
We thank you for your continued support  of our school community and look forward to 
working with you all .  
 
P&F Team  
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Mrs Jan Crawford—Canteen 
Mrs Geny Cleary—Canteen 

THANK YOU to the wonderful sponsors of our DANCE-A-THON. 
Please support these businesses if possible. 

Central Book Suppliers 

NORTH GOSFORD 

BELLA VISTA 


