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Staying in Touch

Dear Parents, 

Last Sunday, 11th November 2018 we acknowledged the Centenary of the 
Armistice, ending the conflict of the First World War.  

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the Western Front fell silent after more than four years of continuous 
warfare. The allied armies had driven the invading forces back. In November the Germans called for an armistice - the 
suspension of fighting, in order to secure a peace settlement. 

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in the post-war years. It became 
universally associated with the remembrance of those who had died in the war. More than 330,000 Australians served 
overseas during the Great War. More than 60,000 of them had died. 

Australians across the country marked the Centenary of the Armistice and observed one-minute?s silence at 11am in 
memory of those who died or suffered in the First World War and all wars and armed conflicts since. 

For us as a people of faith, it is a time to commit again to the God of Peace and recognise the effects that conflict has 
on each of us, our families and our world. Living our faith in action, the principles of the Gospel and Catholic Social 
Teaching recognise that: 

?Peace is built up day after day, in the pursuit of an order willed by God, and can flourish only when all recognise that 
everyone is responsible for promoting it. Peace is the fruit of Justice and the fruit of Love.?  

Today is Wor ld Kindness Day. World Kindness Day is celebrated annually on 13th 
November. Today the students were asked to make the world a better place by 
celebrating and promoting good deeds and pledging acts of kindness. As a school 
that prides itself on the Gospel values with our motto ?Love one another as I have 
loved you ?John 13:34 not only through words or speech but with action and in 
truth.? 1 John 3:18, today is an important day to remind us of our duty as Catholics 
who walk in Jesus? footsteps everyday.  

World Kindness Day was first launched in 1998 by The World Kindness Movement, an organisation formed at a 1997 
Tokyo conference of like-minded kindness organisations from around the world. There are currently over 28 nations 
involved in The World Kindness Movement. The mission of the World Kindness Movement and World Kindness Day is 
to create a kinder world by inspiring individuals and nations towards greater kindness. 

  

TWILIGHT SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

The St. Michael?s Twilight Swimming Carnival will take place on Wednesday 28th 
November at the Charlie Lowles Leisure Centre, 35 Jersey Rd, Emerton between 4-6pm. 
Students in Years 2-5 who can swim 50m are encouraged to return their note. Please see 
Mrs Cristy Budd if you have any questions. 

  

SWIMMING PROGRAM 2019 

In Term 1, Years 1-6 will attend a 5-day compulsory intensive swimming program at 
the Aquatic Safety Training Academy, 78 Best Road, Seven Hills. This will involved 60 
minutes of daily instruction by qualified teachers.  Due to our late booking we are 
not able to include the cost in the school fee statement and we will provide more 
details early next year.

13th November  2018 - Ter m 4 Week 5

St Michael's Primary School, Blacktown South
Email: stmichaelsblktn@parra.catholic.edu.au

Website: www.stmichaelsblacktown.catholic.edu.au
facebook.com/StMichaelsBlacktownSouth
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YEAR 5 LEADERSHIP PROGRAM  

At this time of the year, we are both looking back at the great year we have had 
and look forward to what is coming in 2019. On Thursday, 29th November, 
Year 5 will hold their Leadership Development Day. The focus of the day is to 
explore what good leadership looks, sounds and feels like and to deepen the 
students understanding and skills to help them become the leaders of St. 
Michael?s in 2019.  

Students will look at the character strengths of leaders and different situations 
where they would need to call upon these strengths and look at famous people 
and how they built resilience to overcome hurdles. In groups, the students will 
also participate in cooperative games that highlighted leadership qualities and 
the importance of teamwork. 

In preparing for the selection of our 2019 school captains and nomination for leadership teams, representatives 
from our current leadership teams will speak with Year 5, sharing their insights into the different roles and 
importance of student leadership at St. Michael?s.  

Over the coming week, the process for electing our 2019 captains and the nominations for our leadership teams 
will take place. We have no doubt that each of the students from Year 5 will be great leaders in whichever 
position they hold. 

  

SEMESTER 2 REPORTS and PARENT/  TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

The teaching staff at St. Michael?s are working together to write your child?s 
Semester Two report. School reports will be sent home on Monday 10th December 
(Week 9). In the envelope there is a letter explaining the A-E grading system used in 
Years 1-6. Please take the time to read through the report with your child, 
discussing their successes and possible goals for 2019.  

Year  5 Parent s ? Your will need to keep your child?s report handy, as they are required for high school 
enrolments in 2020.  

Teacher  Int erviews ? Interviews are available for any parent who has concerns or questions about any aspect 
of their child?s report. Please make an appointment via the office to see your child?s class teacher.  

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Sue Veling

PRINCIPAL

IMPORTANT DATES:
Wed 14t h Nov Year  3 Excursion t o Auburn Bot anic Gardens

Thurs 15t h Nov Year  5 Grade Mass in classroom  - 11.30am -12.30pm

Mon 19t h Nov School Assem bly - 9.00am

Wed 21st  Nov P & F AGM - 6.30pm

Thurs 22nd Nov Year  1 Excursion t o Wannabees

Fr i 23rd Nov St  Michael's Rides Night

Mon 26t h Nov School Assem bly - 9.00am

Wed 28t h Nov Tw il ight  Sw im m ing Carnival - Char l ie Low les Leisure Cent re, Em er t on - 4pm -6pm

Thurs 29t h Nov Year  5 Leadership Day

Thurs 29t h Nov Year  4 Grade Mass in classroom  - 11.30am -12.30pm

Mon 3rd Dec School Assem bly - 9.00am

Wed 5t h Dec St ep Up Kindergar t en 2019 - 9.30am -11.30am
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Wed 5t h Dec Parent  Helpers Morning Tea - 10.30am -11.00am

Thurs 6t h Dec End of  Year  Mass - 9.30am -10.30am

Mon 10t h Dec School Assem bly - 9.00am

Tues 11t h Dec BIG DAY IN - Year  6 Fun Day

Wed 12t h Dec St ep Up Kindergar t en 2019 - 9.30am -11.30am

Wed 12t h Dec Parent  organised Year  6 Dinner  - 6.00pm -10.00pm  - At ura Prospect

Fr i 14t h Dec Year  6 End of  Year  School Assem bly - 2.00pm

Mon 17t h Dec School Assem bly - 9.00am

Mon 17t h Dec Year  6 Graduat ion Mass - 7.30pm -9.30pm

Tues 18t h Dec Meet  t he Teacher  and Or ient at ion for  new  st udent s - 11.30am -1.30pm

Wed 19t h Dec Final day for  st udent s

DATES FOR BEGINNING OF 2019:
Mon 28th Jan PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tues 29th Jan Years 1-6 MAI student testing - 1/2 hour appointment

Kindergarten 2019 Early Years Assessment - 1 hour appointment

Wed 30th Jan Years 1-6 MAI student testing - 1/2 hour appointment 

Kindergarten 2019 Early Years Assessment - 1 hour appointment

Thurs 31st Jan Years 1 - 6 commence school

Kindergarten 2019 Early Years Assessment - 1 hour appointment

Fri 1st Feb Kindergarten 2019 Early Years Assessment - 1 hour appointment

Mon 4th Feb 1st day for Kindergarten - 9.30am-2.30pm

Tues 5th Feb Kindergarten whole school day begins - 9.00am-3.00pm

CONGRATUATIONS to the following children who are receiving the SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION. 

Please keep these children in your prayers:

Alexia Abela Carmella Aquino Arlyn Arciaga Wilow Atila

Elizabeth Attard Allison Attard Gabriella Azar Lachlan Bax

Jaliyah Casipit Thomas Clarke Denise Clavo Bastien Clews

Emily Coleman August Cyreszko Cooper Debono Emiliano Dimopoulos

Eamon Dizon Leah Esangga Georgia Estrada Jacinta Estrada

Chelise Fernandez Bridie Furey Caitlin Furey Jarryd Gordon

Bianca Grima Demiana Hinien Taya Hurcum Charlotte Jemison

Armani Karam Julianne Lemi Alexander Lepa Lucas Marquez

Aiden Medina Nayomi Mouawad Ethan Nilon Giuseppe Novella

Aiden O'Connor Flyn O'Neill Kaleb O'Regan Isabella Palmer

Joseph Perry Maddison Porter Sienna Rae Truscott Peyton Regner

Emily Ridout Anne-Marie Saba Darcy Said Joshua San Luis

Lachlan Satorre Nicholas Serra Lucas Valenzuela Jasmine Vella

Marko Vidovic Heath Warren Charlise Warren
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